PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Morning group time is from 9:00 — 11:30 am
Afternoon group time is from 12:00 — 2:30 pm
There will be shorter times for the first few
weeks in September. Please pick up a timetable
from the office or teacher

FREE HEALTHY LUNCHES

Our healthy school lunches are provided by Glanmore
Foods. Early Start children will choose their sandwiches
from a wide variety of options along with fruit, yoghurts,
rice cakes and crackers.

WHAT TO WEAR

Early Start children are asked to wear either the school
tracksuit which can also be used in Junior Infants or a
plain navy tracksuit. Runners with velcro straps are also
the best option if possible.

At the start of the year please send in a bag clearly
marked with your child’s name containing a change of
clothes incase of accident and a pair of wellies for rainy
days.

The school
tracksuit which
can be purchased
in the office.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

Parental involvement is one of the core elements for
Early Start and you are encouraged to partake in all
activities which are held during the year. Some of these
events include:

Halloween Concert
Breakfast Morning
Christmas Show

Parent Teacher Meetings
School Tour

Sports Day

LENDING LIBRARY

Early Start children receive homework in the form of a
Lending Library. Every Monday children will receive a
folder with a different activity and must be returned on
Wednesday. The activities include:

v' Story Books
Jigsaws
Playdough
Links, Cubes or Vehicles
Colouring Sheets
Matching Games
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TIME KEEPING/ABSENCES

Please arrive and collect on time!

If you are running late please still bring \

your child as attendance is very important.

If your child has missed a day of school please send in a
note explaining their absence to the teacher.

Children will be anxious if you are late so please be on
time.

AISTEAR

In Warrenmount we follow the Aistear program from
Early Start up until Senior Infants. Aistear allows children
to learn through play and focuses on building both oral
language and communication skills.

Children work in groups and spend time at a different
area three times a week. The areas revolve around
Construction, Sand Play, Small World, Art and Role Play.
The Role Play area changes every three weeks and some
topics covered are:

Home and Baby
Restaurant
Veterinary Clinic
Building Site
Supermarket
The Farm
Doctors

Airport
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PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR EARLY START

Children may be worried about starting school, so over
the summer months prepare them for their next big
adventure!

Talk to your child about what to expect:

Toys and games which might be played

Explain that you will leave them - but you are
coming back

How they’ll make new friends

The new lunch they will get

All the different stories, rhymes and poems they
will learn

Activities which you should play with to help develop
your child’s finger muscles and language include
playdough, jigsaws, colouring books and reading stories
with them. Explain that they “might do this in early start”

TOILETING

Children attending Early Start must be fully

toilet trained before starting. Please ensure your

child is confident pulling up and down their trousers and
sitting on a toilet seat.

There are two toilets beside the classroom and the
children will supervised at toilet time but should also be
able to ask to go by themselves. Practise them asking to
use the toilet at home to get them ready.

OPEN DAY

There will be an Open Day for children beginning Early
Start in June. Parents who have accepted a place will be
informed of the date closer to the time.

This is an excellent opportunity for your child to

experience what school is like so please try to attend




